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Prof Dr Emil Mosonyi 

10 November 1910 - 24 April 2009 

A mentor and a friend 

I f one were to define Prof Mosonyi with an equation, 
it would have four factors: Genius, Courage, 

Humanityand Loyalty. 

Genius, in his scientific and technical accomplish­
ments, which he shared with the world through his lec­
tures and consultancy world wide; 
Courage , in the face of several 'troublesome' political 
regimes, when he upheld his principles with dignity; 
{,oyally, to his colleagues, his friends, and to his native 
.~ [ungary; and, 
Humanity, in the risks he took for others during the tur­
buknt poIitical times. 

We could add to this last factor, the kindness and cour­
tesy he extended to a11 those around him, with equal mea­
sure, whether a waiter serving his soup, or a head of state. 

Equations played a significant role in Prof Mosonyi's 
life from an early age. He once recalled how, as a young 
child, he was evacuated for some months to the UK. He 
spoke no English, and children at the primary school he 
joined spoke no Hungarian; for a child of less than ten 
years, this must have been adaunting experience. He 
sat in the classroom unable to communicate, until at one 
moment the teacher put an arithmetical problem on the 
blackboard as a challenge for the children. The young 
Emil took the chalk, and to the astonishment of the oth­
ers, wrote an equation on the blackboard to solve the 
problem. From that moment he was accepted with 
warmth and respeet by the other children. Mathematics 
had provided the bridge for communication. 

Some eight decades later, he stood at a blackboard with 
chalk, during the colloquium in Karlsruhe to ceIebrate 
his 90th birthday, demonstrating that modem computer 
systems are not a substitute for these more simple tools, 
when used in conjunction with a human brain. 

In between those two incidents there was a wealth of 
professional achievement, as is clear from the tributes 
on the pages which follow, contributed by a few of the 
many friends and colleagues of Emil Mosonyi in vari­
ous parts of the world. 

I first met him 30 years ago, during a conference in 
Athens on hydropower, organized by the UN 
Economic Commission for Europe. At one of the social 
events, participants were invited to recite a song or a 
poem from their native land. It was then that an 
extremely charismatic character, reciting some lines in 
Hungarian. caught my attention, and at that moment a 

face was put to a name that l had encountered so many 
times, as author, or cited in the references, of numerous 
scientific papers. I was honoured to be able to meet this 
man, who continued to be an inspiration to me, and to 
the activities of our small team, during the three 
decades which folJowed. 

In 1982 Prof Mosonyi accepted an invitation to chair, 
and deJiver a keynote speech, at the First European 
Conference on Small Hydro, in Monte Carlo (the first 
hydro conference we organized), and from that time 
on, he not only attended virtual1y ali of om annual 
events, but also played a key role as the head of our 
International Steering Committee. His various lectures 
and speeches had a unique style, and as we often com­
mented, were "a hard act to follow", (which could be 
tricky, as he normally made the opening speech) . The 
ideas he put forward , fu II of insight and apparently 
unlimited technical knowledge. were embellished with 
just the right degree of mischievous humour. 

As weil as the exchange of ideas on technical issues, 
he and his beloved wife Hedvig, always beside him, 
enjoyed the 'social and environmental aspects': the 
friendship of like-minded colleagues (later refeITed to 
as the 'Hydropower family', of which he was certainly 
the father), and the cultural and artistic heritage of the 
host country. His deep appreciation of music, partiCLI­
larly Italian opera, and art, was another attribute of this 
multidimensional man. 

At HYDRO 2005 in Villach, when he gave his last 
major speech to the hydro profession, he was in excel­
lent form at the age of 94, and as always was enthusi­
astically recommending topics for future events, such 
as hydrological risk associated with climate change, 
and .Iegal and administrative aspects of hydro develop­
ment. And in December 2006, at the age of 96, he was 
the main author of apaper published in Issue 6 of 
H&D, retrospectively review ing the ecological and 
social benefits of the Tiszalök scheme in Hungary. 

Despite health problems in the last years of his life, 
Prof Mosonyi thus remained a vigorous contributor to 
the world of hydropower. His intelIect and hjs wonder­
fuI sense of humour were undiminished. 

In a ceremony on 26 May, his ashes were laid to rest 
at the National Cemetery in Budapest. It is a beautifui 
and peaceful place, where philosophers, scientists, 
poets, artists and some forrner heads of state are 
buried. Emil is in good company there; and now, so are 
they. - A !ison Bartle, Hydropower & Dams 
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LejJ: Prof and Mrs 
Mosonyi during the 
First European 
Conference on Small 
Hydro, Monte Carlo, 
1982 

Centre: At the 
blackboard, during his 
90th birthday 
celebration in 
Karlsruhe, 2001 

Right: Keynote speech 
al HYDRO 2001 in 
Riva del Garda. 
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Ger/wrd WedClln 
and Prof Mosonyi 
co-cha ir a session 
on 'Maximizing rhe 
benefirs of hydro', 
dL/ring HYDRO 
2005 in Villach. 

Prof Emil Mosonyi, the Great Doyen 
of Hydropower 

much has been written, reported and nan-ated So 
about Emil Mosonyand so many honours have 

been attributed to him, fortunately already during his 
lifetime, that I fee! unable to add much which has not 
already been eloquently expressed. Hence, I will just 
recall some of the main instances which remain in my 
memory, making me proud to have been one of Emil's 
personal friends. . 

When I met Emil in 1987, he was hOStlOg a com­
mittee of experts from Pakistan in his beauti fuI 
hideaway in Büsingen - half in Germany and half in 
Switzerland. The encounter was impressive: he was 
leadina the discussions with ease, understanding,
elegan~e and high spirit. Everybody enjoyed being 
with him, nobody felt the burden of work. St111, 
there was tremendous progress in the quality of pro­
ject development and everybody felt enriched by 

his creative approach to technical and economic 
questions. 

In 1995, after several encounters at hydropower 
conferences, he was encouraged by his many friends 
to develop his initiative to found the International 
Hydropower Association. It made me proud to be 
invited to the premises of UNESCO in Paris as a 
Founding Member. We were a sma11 group of dedi­
cated hydro professionals and, under the leadershIp 
of Emil, we were convinced of creating something 
exceptional. As history shows, we were taking the 
ri aht direction and set the foundations for an inter­
n:tional community of environmentally considerate 
technicians, economists and other proponents, fos­
tering the sustainable development of hydro 
resources. 

Among many further contaets and meetings with 
Prof Mosonyi, I can clearly reca11 his spirited 
speeches and presentations at various occasions, 
inimitable in style and greatness, switching between 
various lanauages with complete ease, and absorb­
ing his professional and non-professional audience 
likewise. It gave me special pride to see him at the 
opening of our Freudenau power scheme ITI Vienna 
in 1997, and finally to share a sessIOn wlth hlm 111 

Vi11ach at the HYDRO 2005 conference. 
Emil Mosonyi was a real scientist, fathoming, deve!­

oping and sharing the clandestine secrets of nature and 
technology. Sti11 more he was a humanist, understand­
ing the feelings and emotions of his many friends and, 
by remaining down to earth, gaining their admiration 
and utmost respect. Above ali, however, he was a con­
genial partner. Together with his dear wife Hedvig, 
they were a most lovable, inseparable couple, always 
caring for each other and bringing delight to any SOCI­
ety. They will always be in our hearts. - Gerhard 
Wedam, Austria. 

Projand Mrs 
Mosonyi dur;ng 
HYDRO 2003 in 
Cavrar, Croaria. 

Tributes from New Zealand 

T here wil! nevel' be another person with such a 
comprehensive understanding of hydropower 

development and technology. There are, and will be, 
people who know more about individual aspects of 
hydropower development but nevel' agalO wIll we see 
such great expertise covering alI aspects of develop­
ment. - Bryan Leyland, New Zar/and 

Several generations of h):dro engineers have grown 
up with Emil MosonYI s defJmtIVe treatIse on al! 

aspects of hydropower, and it could be said that at the 
end of Sir Christopher Wren 's epitaph "Lector, SI 
Monumentum requiris, circumpsicere". 

But it was the man himself who so many of us will 
remember - from first meeting a truly icon ic figure at 
those early conferences, and being at the feet of the 
master - to the privilege of getting to know a warm 
hearted man and his dear wife. He had experienced 
much that we can only imagine, and always had a kind 
word of advice for alI. \Ve treasure the memory of his 
visit to New Zealand, and his memory lives on in an 
annual prize to water resource students at Auckland 
University. Hopefully some permanent memonal WIll 
arise intemationally to this truly remarkabJe man. ­
John Duder, New Zealand 

I admired Prof Mosonyi immensely for being an 
outstanding human being from al! possible view­

points. And I am proud for having had the privilege 
of being in close contact to his great enthusIasm for 
hydropower and other passions, for example, 
music. Istill cherish the time I spent as hIS guest lU 

his hometown in 1997. Also I have fond memories 
of the time spent together with him, Hedvig (or 
Edvige, like she liked to be called when in contact 
with Italians), in Lausanne in 1996. 

Professor Mosonyi leaves a huge legacy to the 
hydropower engineering fraternity in terms of pro­
fessional standards, ethics and humanity. - Jo Grilli, 
New Zealand. 
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